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PRIN: TIN Gr: 


CoLLECTED 
Outof HISTORY , andthe Records. 
ofthis KIN GDOSDME. 
| Wherein is alſo Demonſtrated, 


That Pxk1NTI1NG appertaineth to the: 


Prerogative Royal ; and is a Flower 
of the (.rown of England. 


Wee eres tees <> a <—_ — — —— — m_ 


By Ri cn ard: ATKYNS, Eſq; 


— CC —C——— —— _——— ——_— 


CUhite-Dall, Apri! the 25. 1 66 4. 


By Over and Appointment of the Righr HONOURABLE, . 
Mr, Secretary MO RICE, Let this be Pyinted, 


THO: RICH AKT, . 
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L'O'N. D O.N: 
Printed by. FOHN STRE ATER, forthe AUTH ORz, 
QCLXIY,. 
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KINGS 


| MOST 
Excellent Maicſty, 


Moſt Gracious and Dread Sovyeraign, 


Hoxgh T had the Honour to be very well known to- 
His MajeSty of ever Bleſſed Memory , Your mofi 
Royal! Father , and to be  Sufferer in the loſs of a 
Fer Eſtate, for His mo$t Juſt Cauſe, yet I may not 
be ſo well known to Tour Sacred Perſon.: however,the ſame 
Dmty that neoved Me. to fight for Hime, . remains in-Me to 
write for Tow ; not out of any Confidence in my Pex '( for 1 
am the firſt foal judge that my Self) but out of Conſcience 
ond Loyalty to my Soweraign ; for whoſe ſake, I reſolve to - 
biat%ar# Cenſure, rather than to be wanting in any Diſcowe- 
ry, that may tend to Tour Majefties Intereſt, and indubitate - 
* Right. | 
The leafs loſs of Power in a Magiftrate, is a great Detri- 
ment to his Government ond an Aavantage to his Enemies ; 
the leaſt Creep-Window robs the whole Houſe; the le 
Error bt War. not to be redeem © And as that ever 
Bleſied late Martyr ſaid ( when He gave his Watchof Go- 
B: 


UVernment: 
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wernment, to be cle the too-long Parliament) the 
leaft Pin of it being =P would cauſe a Diſcord a the 
whole : Therefore might Solomon well ſay, W here the 
Word of a King is there 1s Power : The King and Power 
being Relatives. * i 


That Printing belongs to Tonr Majeſty, in Tour publique 
and private Capacity, as Supream Magiſtrate, and as Pro- 
prietor, 1 do with all boldneſs affirm ; andthat it is a conſi- 
derable Branch of the Regal Vower, will no Loyal Perſon 
deny : for it ties, and unties the very Hearts of the People, 
as pleaſe the Author : If the Tongue, that is but a little 
Member, can ſet the Courſe of Nature on Fire ; how much 
morethe Quill, which is of a flying Nature in it ſelf , and 
ſo Spiritual,that it is in all Places at the ſame tims;, and ſo 
Powerful, when it is cunningly handled, that it is the Peo- 
ples Derty. 

That this Power which 3s intire and inherent in Your 
Majeſttes Perſen, and inſeparable from Your Crown,ſhould 
be divided, and divolve upon Tour Officers ( though never 
Jo great and good ) may be of dangerous Conſequence : You 
are-the Head of the Church, and Supream of the Law, ſball 
the Body govern the Head? Men uſe totruSt, when they. 

cannot avoid it ; but that there may-he a Derivative and 
Miniſterial Power inthem,with Appeal to Your MajeSty, I 
. dowith all Humility admit and propoſe. 

Printing 3 like a good Diſb of Meat, which moderately 
eatenof, turns tothe Nouriſhment aug health of the Bodly ; 
but immoderatelyyo Surfeits. and Sicknefſes As the Vſs 

| | - 


wwery neceſſary, the Abuſe is very dangerous : Cannot this 
Abuſe be remedied any other way, then by depriving Tour 
MajeSty of Tour Antient and 7Tuft Power * How werethe 
_ taken away in Queen Elizabeth, King James, and 
the beginning of King Charles bis time, when few or no 
S —_ or Libels were flirring ® Was it zot by Fining, 
Impriſoning,Seizing the Books and breaking the Preſſes of 
the Tranſgreſſors,by Order of Councel-Board 2 Was it not 
otherwiſe when the JuriſdiGion of that Court was taken a- 
way by AEtof Parliament, 17 Car. If Princes cannot 
redreſs Abuſes; can leſs Men redreſs them ? IT dare poſttive- 
ly ſay, the Liberty of the Preſs, was the principal further- 
;ng Cauſe of the Confitement of Your mo${ Royal Fathers 
Perſon : for, after this ACt, every Male-content.vented 
bis Paſſion in Print , Some againſt his Perſon, ſome againſt 
his Government, ſome againſt his Religion, and ſome againſt 
bis Parts : the Common People that before this Liberty be- 
lievedewen a Ballad, becauſe it was in Print,greedily ſucks 
in theſe Scandals , eſpecially being Authorized by a God of 
their own making : the Parliament finding the Faith ofthe 
Deceived People to be implicitely in. them , Printed the 
Remonſtrance , the Engagementto live and dye with 
the Earl of Eſſex, the Covenant, @c. and ſo totally poſſeſt 
the Preſs that rhe King could not be heard : By this means. 
the Common Veople became not onely Statilts, but Par- 
ties in4be Parliaments Cauſe, hearing but one ſide,and ther 
Words begat Blows : far though Words of themſelves are 
too weak Inſtruments to Kill a Man; yet they can dire . 
bew,aud when,and what Men ſhall be killed: In the Statute - 
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Cp tHe ING 
3 Jac. Printing keeps wery-able Company , '#s Salts 

*ter, Gun-Powder, Ordnance, &vc. all which are Ex- 
empted from being Monopolies. 

Not ta be longer tedious, Ttoo much fear, this late ACt 
for two years compleats all the former Conceſſions of the late 
King : 1 know it was dene m ha$t, aud with a good Intent ; 
but by Your Majeſties Gracious Leave and Pardon, even 
then very conſiderable Perſons in Your Houſe of Com- 
mons, were of Opinion they had nothing to do with it, the 
Power of the Preſs being ſo wholly in Tour Majeſty. Indeed, 
Neceſſity that hath no Law,was the cauſe of this Law, viz. 
to hinder the Growth of ScandalousBooks and Pamphlets; 
but it bath fallen wery ſhort of the End : for few or none, of 
many Printed, bave bin brought in bythe Stationers. '' I 
bave now diſcharged my Duty to Tour Majeſty, - and if T 

find T have ſo far prevailed upon Tour Royall Goodneſs, as 

to ach unconcern d Councel what is beſt to be done, I have 
any. End , I hope Tour Majcſty will have the Adwvan- 
tage. Soprayeth, | 


Your Sacred Majeſties 
moſt Humble Seryant, 
and moſt obedient Subject, 
RICHARD ATKINS. 
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The Right Honourable, 
THE 
L O R D:S; 
AND (0: - 
The Honourable , 
| THE 


COMMONS 


ASSEMBLED-IN 


PARLIAMENT. 


May it pleaſe your Honours , 


Have ever Letter underſtood mine own Diſabilities 5 than to deſire 
to appear in Prints: where the Author ſtands as a Butt to be ſbet at, 
by the ſbarp Arrows of every buſie Critick, and runs a moſt certarn har 
zard, and moſt uncertain Brrefit: But having teen atove twenty 
three years in Chancery, 42d other Courts of Taſttce 3 and ſpert _ 
hea 
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then One Thouſand Pounds, in vindizating the Kings Grant of Printing - 
the Common Laws of England, ard, His Lawful Poweg to grant the ſame, 
and kept His Title alive even in the worſt of, Times ( when 'tmas re: 
puted unlanful, becauſe the Kings.) 1 cannot refra:@prom defending tt, 
Ktow the King ##, or ought to begreſtored to HW Rights again ; eſpecially 
ſince all Perſons are txevited by Order to ſpeak their Minds freely cox- 
cerning this Subjeft : So that there is a Neceſſity apon me to ſveal now, 
or for ever hereafter to hald my.Peace ;,_ this being probably the laſt time 
of Asking. G ; 


"T's not unkaonn to every Membty of each\Houſe , how Iittle Benefit 
hath accrueg to the Kingdom, by thelate AF of Parliament for two years, 
Entituled, An ACT for preventing the frequent Abules in Print- 
ing Scditious, Treaſonable, and-Unligenſed Books and Pamphlets, 
&c. Which AR determines June next: Nor can it. be thought, but 
that there is Cauſe enough for another AF to take place, when this # ex- 
pired, The Regſqu why this preſent AR hath operated ſo little is moſt 
apparent ; becauſe the Executrve Power-ur plac'd tn the Company of Sta- 
tioners, xho onely can offend, and whoſe Interett it ts to do t * Theyare 
both Parties and Judges, and tmere a high Point of Self-demial for Men 
to puniſh themſelves : But they will-wipe thetr Mouthes with Solomon's 
Harlot, and tale it ery unkindly, if the ſame, or a greater Power be not 
continued to them 1n-the next Af to be wade : They will promiſe as farr 
as the Long Parliament did to the late King. (-to make Him a Glori- 
ous King) and perform it as certainly af they did too, 

Tv»gglers ſeldome ſkew the ſame Trick twice together ; and the Italian 
Prowerb is, If a man deceivemec once, 'ris his fault ; if twice, it is 
mine own.: T hgt the Great Councel of this Nation, . ſhould further truſt 
theſe that have degerwed them. already,and beliewe fair Pretences,contra- 
ry to Reaſon ani Prafitce, would be a ſad Fate upon Us all ; when wofull 
Experience tells ts, That If the King be taken from teing Head of the 
Law, there will not want a Law to take off His Head in a ſhort time. 
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Ternment. 


mernment over this Kingdom * ſuch Men gw mu -"- 

worſe then the Gentiles, of whows St. Paul ſaith, That having not the 
Law, and doing by Nature the things contained in the Law, are a 
Law unto themſelves, which ſhew the Law writtcn in cheir 
Hearts ;3 #ay, worſe then Beaſts, who by Nature obſerve a Law among 
themſelves. 

Shall Senſe and Reaſon alone teach Creatures willingly to confine them- 
ſelves to certain Rules for the Common Goodgaud ſball Profe ſors of Chris 
Stanity break them £ Shall the Law of Nature command Me to be free 
from offending ; and ſball the Law of God be thought to command then to 
be free to offend ? Let wot our too-near Neighbours the Turks have that 
Advantage againſt its, But whileſt 1 declaim agatnſt others for break- 
ing their Bounds, 1 may be thenght guilty of committing the ſame Errour 
myſelf ; 1 ſball therefore moſt humbly beg your Howours Pardon, and 
re 


Your Honours 


Moſt Humble,and Faithful 
Servant; 


RicHAarD ATKINS 
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THE 


Originall and Grovnth 
PRINTING 


E ASON is the great DiſtinQion between Man 
and Beaſt ; Guſman calls the Man of moſt Know- 
ledg, 4 God amengft Men, And Biſhop Hall divides 
the whole Duty of Man into Xzowledg and Praflice, 
 Inhe Infancy of the VVorld (eſpecially before the Sealing of 

the Scripture-Canon) God Revealed himſelf and his \ill 
frequently , cither Vocally by himſelf, as to Adſes in the 
Mount ; or elſe by@vers and ſundry other manners, As by 
Drcams, Viſions, Pro hecies, Extalics, Oracles, and other 
Supernatural means : Nor will I Blow up the Humours of 
theſe Times ſo high, as ro Confine theſe his Miraculous Re- 
velations to Gods People onely (though ro them moſt fre- 


* 


KR ov! lation 


erty and «ſpecially), bur ſometimes alſo ro Hypocrites nt Confinea 
Ichi the Church, as to Saul and others ; yea and ſome- only to the 


times even to Infidels, as to Phararh, Balaam, Nebuchad- 
neazar, Abimelech,&c, Bur fince the Writings of the Pro- 
phers and Apoſtles, (commonly: called the Scripturcs) And 
that the Chriſtian Church by the Preaching of the Goſpel, 
is þecome Oecumenical , Dreams and other Supernaturall 
Revelations, as a\{o other things of like nature as Miracles, 
have ccaſcd to be of ordinary and familiar uſe ; So as now 
we ought rather to ſuſpe@ Deluſion in them, than o expe 
Dire&on from them : Yer God hath no where abridged Or 


Limiced himſclf from theſe Repreaogd waycs of Revegling 


Peojl: * 
God, 5 


poſed to be 


brought wits 


England 


m the. Tear- 
T1471, 


Page 404, 


Page 2:84. 


Page 353- 


Printing ſup- brought 1 Modern Writers of good 
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his Will, in caſe his VWVritten. Ward ſhould be taken from 
us,”or we from it : But weof this Larter Age have all theſe 
ſo Lively repreſented to our View, by the benefit of Printing, 
as if we our {clveswere perſonally preſent : For Printing is 
of ſo Divige a,Nature, that it. makes a: Thouſand years but 
as yeſterday, by Preſenting to our View things doje fo Tong 
betore z and ſo Spirituall withall, that it flyes into all parts 
parts of the World withour Wearineſs. Finally, 'tis ſo 
great @ Friend: ro tþe Schollar, that-he may make himſclf 
Maſter of any Art or Science that hath been treatcd of for 
2 600-years before, in lefſe than two years time, But Virtue 
it ſelf will not want Oppoſers, and Philoſophy is ever odious 
to ignorant Ears: Nay, there are a ſort of People in the 
World, that account Ignorance the-Mother of. Deyotion,and- 
therefore out of Canſcience would not have even the $crip- 
eures Printed in the Mother Tongue : Bar I ſhall not gg out 
of my own Way, to bring them unto it, further than'dy de-- 
fending the Theame I have in hand, | 


Concerning the time of bringing this Excellent ART into 
England, and by whoſe Expence and Procurement it was 
tation do moſt cr- 
roniouſly agree together,. Mr, Stowe in his Survey of Z2nden, 
ſpcaking of the 37th ycar of King Hepry the Sixth his Reign, 
which was 4Az»o Dom. 1459. ſaith, That the Noble Science 
of PRINTING was about. this tiche found in Germany 
at Mavunce by one John Cuthenbrygus 'a Knight , And that 
William Caxton of London, Mercer, brought it into Ezgland 


' about the Year 1471, And firſt praftiſed the ſame inthe Abby 


of St. Peter at Weſtminſter ; With whom Sir Richard Baker-in 
his Chronicle agrecs throughout, And Mr, Howell in his 
Hiſtoricall Diſcourſe of Londop and Weſtminſter, agrees with both 
the. former in the Time, Pcrſon, and Pace in genera!l z bur 
more particularly declares the Place in #y{{mzin/ter to be the 
Almory there ; And that ſip Abbot of #eRminiter ſer u 

the fell Preſs of Book-Printing that ever was in England.. 
Theſe three famous Hiſtorians having fill'd the World with 
the ſoppoled truth of this Allertion, ( Although podibly_it 


©. 
5 ye 


might ariſe through the miſtake of rhe firſt Writer only, 
whoſe 1 perſeRy honour) by Lap the harder Tg 


upon me to undeceive the Vorld again: Nor wouldl under- 
take this Work, but under a double notion; As I am a Friend 
to Truth, and ſo it isunfit to ſuffer one Man to beintituled to 
- the worthy Archicvcments of another. And as a Friend to 
my felf, not to loſe one of my beſt Arguments of Intituling 
the King ro this ART in his Private Capagity, 


Hiſtorians muſt- of neccffity take many things upon truſt, 
they cannot with their own buc with the Eyes of others ſee 
what things were done before they themſelves were, Ber- 
nardus non widit emma ; "Tis not then 'impoſhible they ſhould 
@ miſtake, I ſhall now make it appear they have done ſo,from 
their Own,.as well as from other Arguments : Mr, Sexe his 
Expreſſions are very dubious, and rhe martcr expreſt very 
Improbable ; He faith PAINTING was found in AMa- 

wacez Which preſuppoſes it was practiſed ſome where elſe 
fore, and loſt : AR further, That 'ewas found in the Reign 
of Hexry the Sixth, Anno Dom, 1459. and not brought into 
Eneland till Eleven years in the ſucceeding Reign of Edvard 
the Fourth, being 12 years after, as if ir had been loſt again, 
If this be true, there was as little Rari:y as Expedition in ob- 
taining ir, the age of 12 ycars time taving intcrvened, and ſo 
inde it mighe be the At of a Mcrccr rather than a more 
ciminent Perſon : But when I conlider what great advantage 
the Kingdome in general reccivcs by ir, I could not bur think 
a Pub.ique Perſon and a Publique Purſe muſt needs be con- 
cerned in fo publique a Good, The more I Conſidered of 
this, the more inquiſitive I was to find out the truth of it : 
Ar laſt, a Book camc to my hands Printed ac Oxon, Anzo Dome, 
1468, which was thrce ycars before any of the recited Au- 
tbours would allow it to be in England ; which gave me 
ſome reward for my Curioſity, and encouragement to pro- 
ceed further : And in proſecution of this Diſcover the ſame 
' moſt worthy Perſon who truſted me with the aforeſaid Book, 
did alſo preſent me with the Copy of a Record and Manu- 
{cript in Zambeth-Houſe, herctofore in his Cuſtody, beleng- 
da ing 


C 2 


a. 


] "a... 


a 


FT 


for publique ſatisfaRtion, . the Record it ſelf, in irs due time, 
will appcar,) « 


Thomas Bourchier, s rt} ed Canterbury, moved the 
then King (Her. the 6th ) to uſe all poſhble means for procu- 
ring a Printing-Mold (for ſo 'rwas there called) ro be brought 
into this Kingdom ; the King ( agood Man,and much given 
ro Works of this Nature ) readily hearkned to the Motion ; 
and raking private Advice, how to effe&t His Deſign, conclu- 
ded it could not be brought about without great Secrecy,and 
a conſiderable. Sum of Money given, ro ſuch Perfon og Per- 
ſons, as would draw off fomeof the Work-men from Harleiz 
in Holland, where Fohn: Cuthenterg had newly invented it, and 
was himſelf perſonally.at Work : "Twas teſoly'd, thar lefs 
then one Thouſand Marks wonld not produce the defir'd .Ef- 
fet : Towatds which Sum, the ſaid Arch-Bifkop prefenred 
the King with Three Hundred Marks, The Money bei 

now prepared,the Management of the Deſign was commirt 


by te (and ar 6p ule Met 
Chcerdary) the Subſtance wired wants h Vet 


to Mr. Robert Turnotr,who then was ofthe Roabs to the King, / 


and a Perſon moſt in Favour with Him, of any of his Condi- 
' tion : Mr, Turnouy took te his Affiftance Mr. Caxtor, a Citizen 
of good Abilities, wbo Trading much into Holland, mighrbe 
a Creditable Pretence, as well for his going, as ſtay in the 
Low-Countries : Mr, Turnour was in Diſguiſe ( his Beard and 
_ Hair ſhavenquitc off ) but Mr, Caxtos ch known and 
">publique. They having reccived the ſaid um of One Thou- 


a 


got off onedf 
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this New Art; Art laſt, with much ado, they 
the Under-Vorkmen,whoſe Name was Freaerich Corſe1ls (or 
rather Corſe11is) who late one Night ſtole from his Fellowsin 
Diſguiſe, into a Veſſel prepared before for that purpoſe; and 
ſothe Wind ( favouring the Defign ) brought him ſafe to 
London, - 
[ 


*Twas not thought ſo prudent, to ſet him on Work at. 
London, ( but by the Arch-Biſbops meanes., who had been 
Vice-Chancellor,and afterwards ellor of the Univerſi- 
ty of Oxon) Corſellis was carryed with a Guard to Oxon z 
which Guard conitantly watch'd,to prevent Corſelis from any 
poſſible Eſcape, till he had made good his Promiſe, in teach- 

» ing how to Print : So that at Oxford Printing was farft ſer up Printing fir## 
in England,which was before there was any Printing-Prefs,or ſe »p as Ox--- 
Printer, in Fraxcey Spain, Italy, or Germany, (except the City ford, 
of Mentz) which claimes Seniority, as to Printing, even of 
Harleis it ſelf, calling her'City, #rbem Maguttinam Artis Ti 
ographice Inventricem primam, though 'tis known to be other- 
wiſe, that City gaining that Art by the Brother of one of the 
Workmen of Harlem, who had learnt it at Home of his Bro- 
ther, and after ſcrup for himſclt at Merz. 
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This Preſs at Oxon was at lcaſt tcn years befpre there was 
any Printing in Europe (excepr at Hwrlein, and Mentz ) where 
allo it was but new born, This Prefs at Oxford, was after- 
wards found inconvenicnt , to b<-the ſole Printing-place of 
Englan,as bing too far from Lond.x,.and the Sea : Where- , 
upon the King fet up a Preſs ar St. Altans, and another in the L 
Abby of weitminiter, where they Printed ſeveral Bookes of 
Divinity and Phyſick, (for the King, for Reaſons belt known ,,, . 
to himſelf and Council ) permitted then ao Law-Books to be. hin, = 
Printed ; nor didany Printer exerciſe that AR T, but onely ing Ho od 
ſuch as were the Kings ſworn Servants ; the King himſelf ha- -»;ted with 
ving the Price and Em0Jument for Printing Books, othe.rs 


' Printing thus brought into England, was moſt Gracioufly 
rectived by the King, and moſt cordially cntertained by the 


Churah, 


*.Church, the Printers having the Honour robe ſworn the 
Neue but the King's Servants, and the Favour to Lodge in the very Bofome 
Kings ſworn Of the Church ; as in Weſtminſter, St. Albans, Oxon, ec, By 
Servans this mcancs the ART grew fo famous; that Azxo prim. 
peranuted to Rich, 3. cap, 9. when an Aﬀtof Parliament was made for Re- 
& Proers, ſtraint of Aliens, from uſing any Handicrafts here (except as. 
| Servants to Natives) a ſpecial Proziſoe* was inſerted, thar 
Strangers might bring in Printed or VV ritten Books, to ſell ar 
their plcaſure, and Excrciſe the A RT of Printing here,nor. 
withſtanding that AG : So that in the ſpace of 40 or 50 ycars, 
by the cfpccial Induſtry and Indulgence of Ea. the Fourth, 
Edw. the Fifth, Rich, the Third, Henry the Seventh, and Hexr ' 
the Eighth, the En;l:b prov'd ſo good Proficients in Princ 
ing,and grew ſonumerous, as to furniſh the Kingdome with 
Books ; and ſo Skilfull, as to print them as well as any beyond 
the Seas, as appears by the At of the 25 Hep. 8. cap. 15. 
: Which Abrogartes the ſaid Prowiſoe for that Reaſon, And ir 
was further Enacted in the ſaid Statute, That if any perſon 
bought Forreign Books bound, he fhould pay 6 5. 8 9. per 
Bod. And it was further Provided and Ena&tcd, Thar in. 
— _caſethe ſaid Printers and Sellers of Books, were unreaſonable 
The Price of {1 their prices, they ſhould be moderared by the Lord Chan- 
raps ,  ccllor, Lord Treaſurer, the two Lord Chicf Juſtices, or any 
* tewoofthem, who alſo had-powcr 10 Fine them 3 s,' 44, tor 
every Book whoſe price ſhall be enhanced, 


Thus was the ART of Printing, in its Infancy, Nurſcd up 

* by the Nutling Father of us all, and inits riper Age brought 
up in Monaſtcrics of greateſt Accomp ; and yer were the In- 
ſtruments thereof re{traincd from the Evil of enhancing the 
_ of Books, to the Dctriment of their Fellow-SubjcRs, 
y the Authority aforeſaid. Vhilec they had this Check up- 
on them,thcy were not only Servants to the King,but Fricnds 
to the Kingdom : . But when they. were by Charter Concor- 
porated with Book-Binders, Book-Sellers, and Founders of Let- 
ters, 3 and 4 Phil. and Mary, and called the Company of Sta- 
troxers,the Body forgot the Head,and by degrees, ( breaking 
the Reines of Government) they kickt againſt the Power thar 
gave 
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qr Life: And whereas before they Printed nothing 
ut by the Kings cſpeciall Leave and Command , they now 
(being free) ſet_ up for themſclves to gow what they could 
get moſt Money by ; and raking the Advantage of thoſe Vir- 
tiginous Times, of the latter exd of Hezry the 8, Edward the 
6, and Queen Mary, they filld the Kingdom with fo many 
Books, and the Brains of the People with ſo many contrary 
Opinions, that theſe Paper-pellers became as dangerous as 
Bullets, to verifie that Saying of Tertullian, That F 
. Gowns hurt the Common-wealth as much as Souldiers Helmets, Thus 
was this excellent and defireable AR T, witt.in leſs than one 
hundred years, {@totally vitiated,that whereas they were be- 
fore che King's Printers and Servants,they now grew fo poor, 
ſo numerous, and contemprtible,by being Concorporatet,thar. 
they turn'd this famous AR T imo-a Mechanick 'Trade for 
* a Livelyhood, | 


But here I muſt break off (though abrupely) and anſwer an 04g, r; 
ObjeRion ; for mcthioks I hear the Cririck fay z How can that 
be a Mechanick Trade now, that the Author allowes to be a famous 
Art heretofore, betng alwayes- one and the ſame thing ? 


The Matter of which before I anſwer, I muſt ctave leave 
t0 give you the ſignification of the Word. Mechanick 5; the 
rather , becauſe the ſeveral ſorts of Trades, of which the 
Company of Statioxers are Compoſcd ( and more particularly 
the Foxk-Sellers.wko ſay they are of no Manufacture): do pe-: 
xremptorily deny themſclves tro be Mechanics. 


The Word: Mechanicws, which ſignifies a Handicrafts-man, How nndihy- 
doth inthe {tric Senſc comprehend Printers, Founders of Let- '*t - KT 16s 
ters, and Book-Bipders ; And I believe,. in the large Senſe. all. nk —_—_ 
Trades-men whatſoever: Bur ifhar.be deficient, letus go 5,01. 
to the Original Greek Word wy; Which ſignifies, a Cun- ; 
ning Contrivance of the Head, as well as Hand;- and this will A»fv, 1. 
certainly take in all Trades, for as much as there is Caxning in 
all Trades :- Bur if it ſhould mifs any, yet it cannot fail of the 
Compaxy of Srationers , becauſe they are denominated a FA 

Fa)» 
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. And now it concern 


fery's and there the firit Ggnification of the Word comes i: 


| x 

Now for the macrer of the Objection, That s Farmoni ART 
$4nnet be a Mechanmck Trade, 

I Anſwer, This is ſo far from bcing true, that there is no- 
thing in Nature but is good or bad according as 'us us'd ; 
for the great Creator of all chings made nothing ro no = 

z even Meat and Drink (wuhourt which we cannot hve) 
if abus'd, deſtroyes life ; Twenty dye of Surfers, for one that 
is ſtarved for want of Mcar, Bur co give you an inſtance 
ad rem : 0 

Maſic + is not ovely an Art, but one of the Liberall Arts 

Princes chemfelves, and made inftrumentall ro 
the Gloty of God ; yer what Trade is there more deſpicable 
in the World both in Name and Nature, than a Common : 
Fidlcr 5 though he may draw as good a ſound out of an In- 
ftrument, and have as much Arc in yg and Compoling as 
any .Gendleman, yer if he ger his Living by it, and makes ic 
his Trade, hc is (kill but a Fidlcr : and herein I pity him more 
than any of other Profeſſions, becauſe he perverts the Crea- 
tion, and turns Day into Night ; for moſt commonly when 
ſober Perſons are in Bud, he mult pliy to pleaſe the humours 
of the lightcr ſort 5 And though his Hear be ready to break 
through Melancholy, he muſt fing a merry Song to delight 
the Company, if commanded, or bave his Fiddle {ing abovr 
his Ears : Is not this Mechanick, think you > 


* Bur to Return wherel digreſt ; Priatin; became now ſo 
dangerous to the Comm.on-wealth, Tha: there w<re. more 
Books Burnt in Ten years, than could be Printed in Twenty : 
d rhe Prince altogether as much to Sup- 
preſs the Abuſc, as it ws beforc to Obtain the Uſe of Prin: - 
ing ; And had there not been a Reſcrve of Licenſing ſuch 
Books as ſhould be Printed fill remaining in the Crown, they 
might have publiſhed the wickedneſs of their own Imagina- 
tions with Authority, But Queen Z/:zabeth art her very firſt 
Entrance to the Crown, finding ſo great Diſordersin ger 
an 
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and State, by reafon of the abuſe in Prixtragy Secures in the 
firſt place the Law and the Goſpel of both which the Kings | 
and Queens of Exgland have inherent Right as Heads of vy 
Church, and Supream of the Law ; and not onely in their ; 
publique, but private Capacity, as Proprietors ; the Power * 
and Signiory of this, under Favour, cannot be ſevered from 
the Crown: The Kings being the Truſtees of the People, 
who have formerly taken an Oath ar theig... Coronation, That 
they ſhall keep all the Lands, Honours, aud Dignittes , Rights, aud 
Preedoms of the Crown of England, in all manner whole, without ; | 
' any manner of miniſhment ;, and the Right of the Crown, hurt, de- g 
cay'd, or "of to their Power ſhall call again into the Antient Eftate. | 
hich Oath, the ſaid Queen kept inviolably, and liv'd the 
more quietly for all the rime of herReign,and died.inPeace. 
True it is, they may, and do- gratific their Friends and Ser-- 
vants; in giving them the Emolyments and Profits that ariſe 
from Pr:#trp2 ; but the Power they cannot alienate from the 
Crown, without loſing the moſt pretious Stone out of their 
Diadem, To ſhew you one Example for all, the ſaid Queen, e ,1,v, for 
the firſt Year of her Reign, grants by Patent the Privi- primmg, 3 
ledge of ſole Printing all Books, that treuch or concern the pers to ſe- 
Com mon-Laws of Exgland, to Tottel a Servant tc hcr Maje- veral perſons, - 
ſty, whokepr ir incire co his Death : After him, to one reft- x 
werytanother Scrvant to Her Majefly : Afrer him,to w+jght Y 
and Noztop.; and after them, King James grants the ſame Pri- 
viledge to More, one of His Majcſtics Clerks of the Signet ; 
which Grant continues to this Day ; and ſo tor the Bible, the 
Statute-Laws,the Book of Common-Prayer, Proclamations, 
as much as the Grammerthe Primcr,&c, are all grantcd by 
Kings and Queens , yort onely to gratife their Friends and 
Scryants, but to preſerve the Regal Power and Authority on 
Footzand theſe Books from being corrupted. . 

The Truth of this che, moſk impudent Opponent will not 
deny, becauſe the Patents themſelves give Evidence againſt 
rhenr;' nor will the <p? in words ehiugh they do dauly in 
fa) . that the King hath *ower to make ſuch Grants, ; 


Bur this chey will Object and ſay, That Gentlemen leing Objeft, x; 


not 


WV » 


; zot Printers by Trade, nor Free of the Company of Stationers, can 
* newer find out the Abuſes of . Printing themſelves, nor under- 
P fland the Cheats of them, they betng ſo many; but they muſt be diſca- 
— wered either by the, Printers, or the Company of Stationers, or both 
together : This is the Common Objection. 


Anſwer. To-which-I Anſwer ; The ObjeQtion cannot properly lye 
v1 ainſt any man for being a Gentleman, becauſe the greateſt 
Nobleman will not deny himſelf to be one; nor can he with 
Honour refuſe a Challenge from any Gentleman; And the very 
Mechanick'is ſo willing to diſguiſe his want of Gentility, thar 
when he arrives to. a Conſiderable Eſtate, he is very forward 
to purchaſe Honopr. Nor canl think'any man the leſs know- 
ing for being a Gentleman,whoſe Education is moſt common- 
ly at School,at the Univerſity, the Inns of Court, Travell, or 
both ; Whereas the Education of a Mechanick is only ar 
School, withour any other Improvements : This being the 
Courſe that each of them generally runs, 'tis ſtrange if the, 
Gentleman ſhould not get the ſtart, and be better known to 
Letters, Manners, and Men, thanthe Mechanick. Bur this 
Objefton gocs further, 


© 2, Objes. That though they may knaw Letters,@c. better than the Mecha- 
#3 nick, yet they can newer arrive to a full Diſcovery of the Myſtery 
and deceitfull part of the Trade z that they muſt give Handicrafts 
men leave to know beſt. 


1, Aſn, To which I Anſwer ; Firſt, That there is nb Magick in 
this Artz Jugglecrs they may be, but Conjurers they are 
_ | | | 
2, Aſp, Secondly, 'That Gentlemen may andwo know the Myſtery 
and Deceipt of the Trade as well as thoſe that at iv; bur 
their knowledg tends different wayes,  Itis the Gentlemen . 
or Parentces part to;deteRt and hinder this Deceipt ; As 'tis. 
- the Statzoners. to promote and practice it : Their Profit blinds 
them ſo, that they reſemble certain Birds, who when they 
hide their heads, think none can ſee their Bodies ; Or like 
Childrev, who aftcs a fault Committed, wiak themfelves, | 
thinking - 
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thinking thereby that none can find them out, To render this 
poſſible, I will give you an Inſtance ofa Perſon, that none can 
deny to be a Gentleman,though he were much more,/I mean 
the lare King !) who was not onely aliquis in omnibuc, but fin- 


- FT 
4. 9 Pe ” . 


= 


gularss in omnihw, | 
This excellent Prince, hearing of a rare Head, amongſt ſe- The Xi 
veral other Pitores, brought Ade from Rome, ſent Sir James more kofrul 
Palmey, to bring it tO Whirehal ro Him, where. were preſent thes Mecha- 
divers Piftare-Drawers and Painters: He ask'd themall, Of 5% ther 
. whoſe Hand that was * Some gueſt at it ; Others were of ano- * 7744 
ther Opinion ; but none was politive: Ar laſt, ſaid the King, 
This i ſuch a Man's Han, I know it as well, at if 1 had ſen him 
draw it : But ( (aid he ) is there but one Man's Hand in this 
Pifture 2 | 
None could diſcern, whether there was or not : But moſt 
concluded;there was bur one Hand : 'Said He, 1 awe ſure there 
are two Hands in it, for 1 now the Hand that drew the Heads z but 
the Hand that drew the reſt, 1 newer ſaw before. Upon this, a 
.Gentleman-thart had:becn at Rowe , about Ten Years before, 
affirmed, That he:ſaw this ery Pifure, with the two Heads, wun- 
finiſhed at that time , And that he heard his Brother ( who ſtaid 
there ſome ycarsafter him )* ſay, that the Widow of the Painter 
that drew it wanting Monty, got the beſt Mater ſhe could fiad to 
finiſh ity and make it faleable. Is it nor ſtrange, that the King 
that was no P/Aure-Drazer. himſclf, ſhould ſce-further into a 
Pifture, than Parnters by Trade. x 
But wcre the ObjeEtion true ( #5 'tis much to'be doubted) BY 
yet were the Patentees ſtill the very fitteſt Perſons w be im- teft Sm 
ploycd, in redrefling'the Evils of the Preſs, wherein they are-;h, x1, of 
concern'd, becauſc their Intereſt leads th.m roit : And Men tt. Preſs 
will come to a ſoon Diſcoveryzeven of obſcure things, where : 
thcir Intcreſt- inclines them ; Indecd, the Prizters Aenmete 
againſt the Bookſeders, &c. being all ofthe Company of Sta-- 
2zoners;doth hold in point of Government amongſt themſelves, | 4 brief Diſ- 
That 9 1x ey 6ars jo an) ta have the Rule and Orver- courſe concer- 
t of that which they have ns inſight 1n, ning Privting, 
Joh n D 2 But Page 8, 
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But this is-not ar all applicable (nor do they intend ir to be 
ſo) roche King's Patemtees 4 who (if they benor Prixters them- 
ſelves, not have aPriater of their own) agree with one to 
Print ſuch a Book,whereof they. have the Propriety , which 
Printer gives him Secutity to Print che ſame perfeR,and with 
a fair Letters it matters notwhether the Patteptee can ſerthe 
Lereers,, or have Skill inche ManufaQure himſelf; 'tis ſuffi- 
cient for him ro- examine it with his Copy when 'tisdone, 
( which Copy cannot erre, becauſe iris under the publique 
Licence) aud'try whether it be as 'rwas agreed ; andific be 
not as it ought ro bein all reſpects, che Primter loſerh his La- 
bour and Charge : 'Tis the Printers Intercft thenas well as 
the Patemees, to PrinticperfeRt and fair; without which, 
(ſhould they bath joyn together) they could not vend-it, ef- 
ter 'twas Printed, I confeſs, it would argue anill Nature 
in me, not to be ſorry far the juſt Occaſion the Prenters have 
to complain of their Brethren the Bookſellers, were .it- not for 
this, That when ſome mer fall ont, others ſhell hear of thety Goods : 
Yet I cannot byt ſide with the Printers thus far,as ro Declare, 
Printers and "That they, with the Founders of Letters, are the onely Inſtru- 
ems ner ments of bunt Noerfliry 2 _ wa - T; whereas Book- 
y wore Sellers might be ſupply d out of the She-Shopkeepers in Peft- 
__ vj winſter-Hell, if all the reſt were higher promoted, 7» yy ; 
* "Theſe Bock-Sellers are the Droxes that devour the Honey,made 
by the Laborious Printers ; I cannot fo ſenſibly expreſs ity as 
henſelves have done : therefore heer them.and not Me ; Say 
A Brief Diſ- Theys So far were the Stationers from redrefsing the Printers 
comrſe concer- Wrongs, that ſome of themſelves, took upon themſelves, the Exer- 
wing Prituing ciſe of therr Funfton, and gave a Rp bis Freedom gratis, 
Þ.s. 5. to inable lym to uſurp the Exerciſe of the Printers Calling ; ani , 
to compleat the Abuſ,Eret a Printing-Houſe of their vwn : ſo a8 
it is becomſe 4 Queſiton among the -Sellers, ® hether a Printer 
's, ought to have any Copyor no £ Or if he have, They ( keeping the 
Pag.7; Regifter ) will hardly enter it :. Or if they do, they and their Ace 
complices will ufe all means to diſparage it , if not downright 
commerſert itythat they Tyrannize over Printers, And further; . 

; That far want of a duc 9 ſbavent, Tranſere ffovs never want In- 
Tg. 12, cou7agers 10 begin or Chapmen to Trend ſuch Wares when finiſhed a- 
| ws 
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the Stationers.. They "deſire, that ſuch as ave free of the 
Trek, may te free ral gg kao, (as of late) from 
the Service of one Adafter, to the Slavery of many Tyrants © That 
the Stationers have Uſurped- thetr Callings, and imcouraged, yea 
hired others ſo to dog.aud fland related to rach other, 4s the Buyer to 
the Seller . pan all whnch, they refer their Caufey to the ſame Power 
that {IM them: theirs, who may reſume, or «bridge the ſame, upon 
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Miſ-uſe, at their pleaſure. This is a. ſad Complaint of Elder | 
deter | 


their Younger ;.-if one Dog. will not prey 
uponanather,whar Reaſon can be given,why Men ſhould de- 
your Men > Andif this be the Uage thoſe muſt trult ro, to 
whom they {s Friendſhip; what is like to become of the 
Patentees,againſt whom they profeſs Enmity > If fuch a Power 
be continued to them,which I hope will be ſeriouſly confide- 
red of,beforc it ſhall be re-granted. Succeſs (which ufu 
gives Confidence) hath ſo hardned them, that having not felr 
the Jufkice of the King's Hand,. for above rwemy' years laſt 
paft,thcy now begin to ſwear Him our of,and Themfelvs into, 
this Part of His Regal Power : For they being lately Exa- 
mined upon Interrogatories,beeween Athy et Kxor, Plaintiffs, 
and Fleſber and the Sta:zoners Defendants, fome of them (1 am 


ſure ) are fo fireight-mouth'd, that ma, "ws not declare the- 


whole. Truth of what they known our Part, and feem to 
make a Conſcience of Swearing at all ;. As if St, Pau! had 
been in an Errour, whey he ſaid, An Oath for Confirmation, is 
en end of Strife, liideed, they ſtrein'd at a Gnat, but when 
they were to ſwear on the other Part [ramely their own)they 
ntheir Mouthes wide enough'to ſwallow a Camel. .' Say 

yr a from the Year 1641, or 1642. untrl the time of His Hajeſties 
Ble fied Reflauration to His Crown, any BookſcHers that Efted, did 
privut, or cauſe to he printed, ſuch Law- Books as ſeemed good unto 
them, without Reflraint or Prohilition, orcaſioned by the Licence of 
the late Times: And that ſuch as had Ltcence unter the King's 
Grant to print Law- Books, were hindered tomake the Benefit of the 
ſaid Grant ; And that it was uſual for ſuch perſons 48 printed Lam- 
Boaks,0 enter the ſame 11 the Book of Stationers-Hall 5 Ard that 
it wat concerned and taken, that fuch perſon and perſons, as Entred 
«Copy in thr ſaid Hall-Book to be Printed, had the fole Right to 
pr 1k 
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4 print:the ſame ; and thoſe that claim'd the Right of Printing Law- 


- fit for 
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Books junder the Kitto's Licene-, were thereby taken to be Excluded, 


_ 


and debarred tociaim any Benefit therem. 


Obſerve what a ſad time the. Kings Patcntces endur'd for 
almoſt Twenty years together, conteſt by the Oaths of theſe 
honeſt Men, that joyn'd in dividing the Spoyl : And ſhall ir 
be ſo Rill, now the King is return'd again > I dare” poktively 
ſay ic ſhall z- Witneſs a Book called Poulton's Abridgmentypar- 
ricularly Expreſt in the-Law-Patent, which they Printed tince 
che Kings Reſtauration, by vertuc of an Entry only in- their 
Hal- Book , againſt the ſaid Patent; the Parcntee's Leſlec 
Flefber ( a principal Member of the Company) _—_— 
Staticxers like to be worked at the Council-Board inthe Con- 
ecſt of their ſaid Entry againſt the Kings Grant, joyns Intereſt 
with them, and alſo Engageth the Kings Parentees Truftee, 
and the Kings Printers (who pretended Some Intereſt in the 


ſaid Book) on their fide ;- As if, ſeverall bad Tiles could 
Create one good one : By which means after Four Hearings, 


the Cauſe (ſceming to be between Party and Party) was dif- 
miſt,. but with the Recommendation of the King and Coun- 
.cil] ro the Lord High Chancellor, on the behalf of the ſaid 
Pateritee (who had the Equitable Right) : .The Company to 
requite.the. Lefſces kindneſs in defendingthem from a Con- 
rempr againſt che KIN G, (he being the perſon in Law that 
qught to. have defended the Patent for the King againſt the 
ſaid Company)like Brethren---joyn with the Leſſee ro defend 
him againſt the Juſtice of the Court of Charrery, and Com- 
bine togethcr to defeat the Patentee of his Rent by Covenant, 
.and ſo bandy the Legall Intereſt from one hand.to another, 
that it cannot be yet found where it Veſts ; and to enable him 
the berter, make him Maſter of the ſaid Company for two 
years wogahe (neyer known before), and chooſe Wardens 
the purpoſe, who Engage the Stock of the whole -- 
Company on his bchalf, againſt the King's Patentee: And 
being thus fortified, rhey publiſhed the ſaid Book with this 
Title Page, Printed for the Company of Stationers, John Bill and 
Chriſtopher Barker his Majeſties Printers ; and (0 _ a we 
atereſt, 
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Intereſs, to render Jie 
furure ;_ but do not ſo muchas mention'the Kings Parent at 
all, by which the ſaidgBook is granted by Name : This ſerves 
the Turn for the preſent occalion, and eing ſo nafſeſt as 
aforeſaid, Fleſher and the Stationers give 200 ], tc thEPaten- 
tee's Truttce to releaſe rhe Rent and Covenants of the ſaid 
Leaſe, and the Kings Printers 1001, or.200 1. for their al- 
ſiſtance in ſo diſhcult a Work as this, and then fell che Im- 

eſfion for 1600 1, (as appears by their own Oaths). which 
- Impreſsion alone over-payes them all the Moneys they are 

out of Purſe : . And had they not been ſtopt in their'full Car- 
rear at the Council-Board, or rather by 1njur#ion .in Char- 
cery, (which they Complain of as a hinderance to their Trade 
alſo by Oath) they had by this.time altered the Ancient Law- 
Books, and c@ft them into-a new Modell of their own Inven- 
tion; that by degrees.; the ſtate and truth of the good Old 
Lawes by which Men hold their Lives and Eſtates, ſhould 
utterly be. loſt and forgotten, and new Laws fram'd to fit the 
Humours of a new Invented Government; which they little 
value, ſo they may have full rates for their Books, and their 


Goddeſs D1axa be fate, 


I have gone thus far upon mine own Strength onely, wich- 
out any publique or private. afliſtance z and becauſe I am 
not willing to cndure theField much longer of my ſelf,I think 
irmy Duty ro ſtate the Caſe truly as it 1s, and implare the 
Ayd of ſuch Neighbours (who cannot probably prevent the 
burning down of their own Houſes, when mine is firſt ſet on 
fire) : Common Experience tells us, a juſt Cauſe ſignifies 
little of it ſelf,if it be not backe. with Diligence and Fccnds : 
Bonum apparens et bouum verum et abſolute, are {0 like, (though 
of a Contrary Nature) that the Credit of the beſt Teſti- 
mony gives either p:ecedency ; - 'tis therefore not only hard, 
but impoſſible for one Man to Contend with a Thouſand, and 
not be Conquered. Hercules was molt Strong and Valiant, 
and yet, we Hercules contre duos, I bave.no proper Refuge 
but to his Majeſtic in this Caſe , which I do chictly Eſpouſe 
for Lis Jake, who like King Dvidis worth Ten Thouſand of 


us, 


Ticle-the, more queſtionable in the” 


ow #4 L 
” a 15 k —VY OO 
- 


3 


"Tis againſt 
the Statio- 
nets Intereſt 
to redreſs the 
.Evills of the 
I 


- Us. "1 have not the Pow 
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cr. tt Impoſe, bit rather to Prope/e 
Izs Majeftics timely Afsittance :-Onely this L hope I may ſay 


TIT 


\ without offence, That if the King ſwppole it nor for his In- 


terafſpT thall n.ore willingly lay down.che Cudpgells, chan 
I _ chem- vp at firſt : Bur if otherwiſe, I am jp obo 


| of their Malice; as Galli, it being yot the frſd rime I have 


paft upon the Forlorne Hope. 


By chis time the Impartiall Readcr may inclin'd to believe, 
the Company of Staticners are not the fitteſt Perſons ro rc- 


dreſs the Evills of the Preſs ; becauſe. 'tis moſt cerrain, that 


none but themſelves can offend: And 'rwould be greater 
Self-denya!l inthem than can be expeRted; ro' puniſh cherr.- 
ſelves contrary to their Intereſts, There are at 1caſt+ 600 
Bookfcllets that kecp Shops in and about Loxywon, and Two 
or three Thoufand free of the Company of Statroners ; the 
Licenſed Books of rhe Kingdome cannot imploy one third 
part ef them: Whar ſhall che 'r&ft do ? I have heard ſome of 
them openly at the Commutee of the Houſe of Commons ſay, 
They will rather hang than ſtarve ; and thara man is nor 
hang'd for ſtealing but being taken z nereſſitas rogrt 44 twypra, 
Burt this is not all, 'tis not onely for their Interelt nor to Gap: 

eſs them , but ro Maintain them : An unlicenſed Book 

cats Treble the price of another ; and generally che more 
Scandalous a Book is, by ſo much the yore dear : This hath 
inricht the Wealthicſt of them; and When they fear lofing 
their il-gor Goods,they put their Journy-men of the poorer 
ſort, or their Apprentices, upon the Work, going ſhares 
with them, and taking their Oarhs or other Secunty 'to be 
true to rchem, though falſe to all rhe World beſides. Thus 
do they breed up Jeir Youth like the Lacedemonians, who | 
allow'd their Children lictle or nothing but what they could 
ger by filching and tealing : Thar the Prim are Poor and 

umetous, can ho body deny , for it hath lattly been the 
grca®Work of this Parliament to leſſen their ' Number, and 
to provide for their Poor, But becauſe Extream Prices may 
be doubted by thoſe that do not nſvally buy, T will give you 
one Inflance for all ; T1 was lately in'a Book-fclier's Shop, | 


where 


; Yemanded 5 s. for it, and would not take Iefs : A Book of 


- Of the King and His Parentees ſo involv'd, that they cannot 
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Tad bar ight Lopes lou, Ancheup withontTining 1 ma 
t cave -ſtirchr-u 

ir had but cigh Sin all,” ftirchtup w he Cn Becks 

the ſame bigneſ> Licenſed, would have coſt but 4 4d. or 6d. ſelters. 

at the. molt, © 'Tis not then the Intercſt of the Company of 

Stationers to ſuppreſs unticenfed Books : Whole is xt then ? , 

I Confi  Atfirm, it is the Patentees, who dcrive from +1 

che King. I ſhall give yon one Similicude of the like Na- 

ture z The King, as belonging w the Honor of #ingdfor, hath 

a grea: Quantity of Ground of whictthe makes lictle or no be- 

achbecauſe ic lycs in Conimon; And the Neighbours there- 

abours, do nor okely cat the Hcrbage, -but ſteal the Kings . 8 

Deer, and deftroy his VV oods, without giving any Accompt 

or SarisfaQtion whatſoever : "To prevenc which Miſchicf, 

the King Iucloſerh ſevcral Parks, and = the keeping of 

themio {cveral Perſons by Patent, reſerving whar he plca- 

ſeth out of them, the reſt he gives the Patertees : rheſe arc 

ſtil{rhe Kings Parks, though kept by the Patentees ; for the 

King kills what Deer he pkeaſeth, diſpoſes of the Veniſon , 

and tcl|s che Timber for Repair of his Houſes, Shipping, &c. 

What wrong doth He to His Neighbours, by Incloling His 

own Lands,which He denycsto none of His Subjes 2 Yer 

His Ncighbours are troubled, becauſe they cannot wrong 

Him as before ; and upon every Diſtemper of the Common- 

wealth, deſtroy the Fences,and make it Common again, Is it 

not ( think You ) the Intercft of the Pattentees, ro defend the 

Kings Rightzand their own Profit under Him, and to profe- 

cure tte Law againſt ſuch Offenders > Is rior the Intereſt 


be divided > Juſt fois it by Inclofing Ptinting z the King Crows- Laxds 
(having the Right thereof, as much as pf any Crown-Lands) and Printing, 
Grants all ſorts of Books 5 neceſſary for the Education of equally the 
Youth, or the Improvements of Age, or whatſoever elſe is X”gs Foghs, 
uſefull for Soul, Body, or Eſtate, -to ſeveral Perſons by Pa- 

gent 3 it will much concern theſe. Patenters, in Honour and 

Profit both, to ſce their ſeveral Grants be not Treſpaſſed up- 

on, nor Corrupted by others : Axd ſo they have ever kepr 
their-Copics intirez 'tHl the lieu end of ehe-lare King Cho le 
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Heer ofthe. . Charter) obrain'd a Decree of pare + laveſt the Exe- 
SP  cutive Power of Payiting in them, againſt the Fatentees z and 
Princing is, Fþen Libgllous and. and (Fanphiees began to 
the Comper fly abour likeLighming: And, when this reagthned with 
oro an Ac of. 19 Car, which took away the Juriſ of rhe 
Councel-Board and tha See-Chamber(a | eat 
wwe A 
vent the 5 Pull of Doomed None Prins ag 
WBanar ſcopacy ;. w u 
Diligence and Succeſs, that they did they. peclu'd wo both Rooc 


ObjeR, 4. 


Aſp, 


Ter freat 


PP nalties 


com be 11-. 
fled for 
Off ences i 


Printing, 


- unlicenſed. Books and Pamphlers : Which Penalties cannot 
. be roo big, becaule it Iyes1 in their own power whether they 


+5 cupragt IR 
bi ro O get their 
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_ The Oright 


s At which ti i Comp 


and Branch: VWheteas the Council-Board,and the Star-Cha 
- ofually Fine and -Impriſon ſuch Tranſgreſlors z Of which, 

can ſhew ſeveral Preſidents, from _ ime of Queen Eliza- 
beth FO this King $ Reign, | 


But.it may be ſaid;. Scaxdelow, Libellous, and Heretical Books 
may be Printed of themſelves, without any Relation to the ſevergl 
Lia, of Books granted w_y Patemt. 


I Anſwer, Tis v ;. but as long as the Gd the 
Lawes, and all other is for the {Advancement of Learn- 
ing, good Manners, and Education of Youth, that are in 
Grant, be kept intire, without any mixture of Hereſic, Scan- 
dall, or Schiſme, *will goa great way in preventing Libells 
and 'Scandalls ; and the ent may do the reſt with 

cater Eaſe, by reducing the, Number of Preſſes, and in- 
iRting grcar Penalties upon ſuch as ſhall Pytnt and Publiſh 


Will offend or not. 
If the Power this Parljament hath given the bay a 
of Stationers, had taken any good 3-1 ave 


rhe 
poſhibly coninacd. it : But x4 = Worthy G« Oak as Notes, 
other moſt true and Ingenious Dblcrvations,. That 


20 pPerſqn hach been. Fad, and bu one proſccurcd, ; a 
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. Fogel 


the Deationets, Goceabe 1 late ACT, pot . 
wi hs much Treaſon and Printed jor Mare Treas" 
pore pred ebat time; qragtinn'x ( being an Aﬀtive: ſo and Sed 
Gentleman ind Loyall Subj ) hath —— ha more with-, diſcrver= 
in this noel am ere A np rpg have done *4# « Gav- 
ever fince they had s Charter, To. this give me leave to | ——_ 
Oo”. That 'ris nor likely: Warm Loma : -, ous in order ; wr = 
ro Ringly Government, 't rels chele Books ; 
for a Cozpozation weinetupts ſelf a Per tate, 3 is uncon- vie: ns 
{ifkent with Wonarchp, Wofall Experience tells us, That 
very few, if any, went further with" the KIN G than their 
een Orig, Which:ipucrs mc in mind of a Story 
of Queen'E L1-Z ABETH Hy: te being te Quinborongh 

upon an Occafion, the Maveet the Town he ker on- 
wards of her Way —_ _ only delir'd to re- 


turn back oquin,Thyin n, Je bang her far caoug h: To 
* your Baijcitie as 
10, San 'For his hy brings. Landed 


go Sn: 


te fot Fencment mt: g mile: 

"1 EK Compozationis wouldido but as iuch as that, and 
ond « our of their Vay to deftroy Bonarchp ; for 1 "muſt 
needs-confeſs, that ſhining Shooes and. fect Rus were very 
forward to fit in udgment upon the Jate King's Party, for 
doing bur. their ro (thair PRI N CE, which they 
themfelves oughe to have » doi; 

And hcre 1 might take occafion-o ſay, That though the 
Lawes of G O D be infinite and cverlaiting, and ficeed for 
all Times and Perſons, yer the Lawes of Men are like them-. Humane 
felvig, finite, imperfe&, and ſubje@ro Infirmicy, and Deach L-- [bet 
it Kt, as the niakers are-+ Hence it-comes, that ſo mary Laws: _——_— 
arc repeal'd, and others made in their rooms z - and hence ir rg wry 
may come, thar all leffer Governments under a x py os ſelf. 
may by miſuſer be wholly raken away,or elſe abated 5 as was 
Aroogun Parng: Power by their ſo often raking up 
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the KING; pots: Gran Hundreds of Duafon 
thi Portis, who'were this wy | raken 


as of nched is Th, th ra 7 
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Tons by Age Tong ren nd rigs an Boer 

y Age 445 QUr ys 
eicher by the Crafty Evaſions of. the Offendors, or by. the 
alceration of their Vices,, or by the male-adminiſtratian, of. 
Juſtice upon. the MalcfaQors.; for the. juſt. performance of 
which lait, none-have greater Encouragement than-the re- 
ward of a good Conſcience to fortifie them.againſt.the malice 
. of thoſe they puniſhzwho they: AQ accerding to their 
beſt Judgment, yer by reaſon of ſeme doubtful penning of a 
Law, ym are alſo many, times wg gr _ hand of. 

uſtice,. to the very. great encouragement of t Inquents, 
Loy dilcouragemen " er ran iſers dh ane as when 
Tixyzu Was lately -arraign'd for Treaſon, he was 
fer ay 1, ny though there be a new one now 
Extant for that yo purpole, ſo I return to the Sta- 
tioners again z wherel find them very Sollicitous with the 
Parliament co Enlarge, or at leaſt Confirm,this Power they 
have already, (reſolving to have it by. Hook or by Crook) ;and 
Promiſing all care and'diligence for the future, if chcy ſhall be 
once more truſted yaying, with Abſolom, O that 1 were made 
Fudge in the Land,&c, That every Man might have Faſtice © and 
what followes, but. preſently. raifing an Army againſt King, 
David, though his own Father, 

Let not the Reader conjecture I lay.an Imputation upon every 
particular Member of the Compeny, (for-there are too many. 
of them that groan under the like Burthen, as I my. ſelf do, 
bur againſt the whole Corporation, as a Body. Politique ( c+ 
ſpecially as 'ris now governed.) 

I have-now ſhewed you the PraRtices. of the Company of. 
Stationers,and ſome particular Members. thereof, againſt the 
K:zg,and his Patentees ;. who, like Painted Sepulchres, ap 
Glorious without,but within are full of Rottenneſs and Cor- 
_ :  Ihavealſo opened, tented,. and ſering'd the Sores 
of their Body —_—_ +" tryed them to the quick (which I: 
hope will not prove like the Touch of a Gall'd, Horſe-Back, 
to receive a Kick for my Labour.and-good-will), But be- 
cauſc I am not ſo a Chirurgion, as to cloſe and. cure 


them again my ſelf, 1 ſhall wplore the belpof —_ 
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and hall moſt humbly Recommend them to their Cure; hoge: 
7: Obſervations end Dicyolals, © > 


ther with theſe enſuing 

The Reaſons inducing Queen Mary to Incorporate the Ste- 
tioners, are expreſſed in her Charter in thele words, Nos 
confiderantes quod ſeditiofs et heretict Libri, Rithmi,@c, indices 
ſunt editi, excuf.. et nmyreſſs per dryerſus ſcandaloſcs, malitioſas, 
Schiſmatic, et heretic, perſonas, - non ſolum movend. | Subili» 
tos et Ligess noftros ad ſeditrones et inobedientius, contra nos, Cor 
roam et dignitatem noftras, verum etiam ad maxima 4 detefia- 
biles. hereſes,comra fidem,@c, Et remedium _— in bac parte 


pronens Volemes ;, de gratia noftra ſpectali &c. The Queen 
recs the Corporation with Powers and Truſts, 


. 7. To make Lawes pro ſecure regimine of the Members of. 


the Company, 
. 2, To ſearch for and ſeize Books Printed contrary to Law. 


Obſery. 1, The EreQing this Coppozation hath nor. pro- 
ved Remediall againſt the Miſchiefs recited in the Charter ; 
But the Queen was wholly-deceived in the Deſign aymed at 
in paſſing the Charter.. 

. 2, The Iatruſting the Stationers with the Powers 

aforcſaid, hath not only not remedied, bur hath encoura- 

ed , encreaſed , and ſecured the Printing Sedition and 
eaſon. For,. 

3. The Perſons: who are Intrufted with the Search and 
Diſcovery of the Offences to be remedied, are themſclves the. 
Common Offenders therein. 


The Company,. in their. Policique Capacity, cannot Exe- 
cute the Truffs, or merit or offend , but by their particular 
Members ; divers principal Members of the Company-have 
been aftually.Conviged, ſome as fr ms acceſſory, other 
as Principals , in Printing and Publiſhing 1legal Books; 
and many Treaſenable Books have. been printed, during. the 
late Troubles, for ſeveral principal -Members of the Gompa- 


4. The Company of Sratiovers have in ocher thitgs-excee- 
del'the Auchorics pramed by their Charter gby lnpoing 
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lar Members * 


Obſervations * 
and Propo- 

ſals recom» © 
mended to the* 
Patliamenx, . 


Principal” 
and partien - 
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Ss iipiug of Qachs, Ge. -and by Entringocher Mens 
$ in:gber Hall-Beok as char own, and then Printing | 
and 8&1ling themyja Qppakidion torhe King's: Grant ; and chis | 
by.vermed 8:.Law:in che lac Evil Times : andheve alſoal- 
ſumed WONT - Leng) -» the ro 7 crarnen ) = 
whole «gt .Priwledging and Exencting Printing , an 
any yp en te onpalc: and overiivew the King's, Jul 
Power. and-Precagative hereiy, end Inicrefk of His Fatewr 
Fes. . ; 
- -L-- From all which ir appears, the Grown herb been decei» 
—_ the. End and 'Dutign of Ecefting the ſaid Compare 

2. {[har they have not groved\Remedial,bur Inftcumental, + 
to the Increaſe of the Miſchiefs they ſkould redreſs, * | 

3. 'Thar-they have broke and acted comrary to the Truſts 
impoſed in them by their Charter. 

4. They hayeby Calopr of their Charter, abuſed the Fa- 
wvour:of z1he Cxown, in exceeding the Auchorities graated 
them, and aſſuming to themſelves the whole 'Power. of the 
Crown, concerning the Matter of P2intting, | 

I therefore take the baldneſs , moſt humbly to prapoſe to 
your Honours ; 


I. That the King's Juſt Power and Prerogative,.in the im- 
/powring and reſtraning Pzinting.; and-inthe Hearing, Re- 
gulating, and Determining all Differences touching the ſame, þ 
as a Marter of State, be Declared and Confirmed, as an An- 
tient and Hereditary Right of the CRO W N; And that 
all Laws contrary 4hcreunta be Repealed, | 


Ang monder ſhall be Conceivd 


j 
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III, That 
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111. That the Charter of the C of &ationers;who 

Claym theteby an unlimited Power in ze exainined, 
together with the Unreaſbnablenefle rhereof,and the Abults 
committed thereby, by Teſtimony of CUitneſſeg! ro be Sum- 
moned-to that purpoſe z And that the ſaid charter, and the 
' Poweys thereby granted, be limiced according to Reaſon and 
che true Intent of the Ozant. 


-* I'V, Thatthe ty for Pzinting without Licence, be 
forfeiture of the or thing fo Pinted, and treble the 
valoe thereof, 'one Moyery thereof ro the Patent or Party 
interefſed in the Righrof Printing ſuch unlicenſed Book ( if 
any perſon be therenn intereſſed), or otherwiſe to the KING, 
and the other Moyety to the Infoymer $ Bur thar Books once 
Licenſed, _— reptinted without Licence, or ſo much of 
them as ſhall be without addition or akeration, 


'" 'V. That the KING's Patent& for Printing Law: 
Bwoks, be Priviledg'd with a like Priviledge, as the 
tes for the Bible are, or ſhall be Priviledged ; and wirh 
Power ro fearch with an Officerfor unlicenſed'Law-Boks, 
and to Seize and carry away the fame ro fome publique 


place, 


VI. That no Diſloyall or Notorious Criminal Perfon for. 
Printing Treafonable or Sevitious Baaks in the Jace Times 
of Trouble, be admitrced to keep a Ptinting-Prefie And 
that ſach as be Intruſted with a Pzinting-Peefſe, be Sworn 
not to offend the A CT of Piiamentzs:c. and give Secu- 
rity ſor the ſame, 


TI ' That the Entry of other Mens Copies in Stationers-- 
Hall, be declared ro be of: no apron > eſpecially as to give 
them any Title ro fuch Books as are Granted by Patent to 


”— 
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And now it may be moſt truly ſaid, That the Author 1s wery te- Obie8. 57. 


* a0, and yet hath made few or no Propoſitions but ſuch as concern 
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To-which I Anſwer, That all other Imereſts havenorbeen 
wanting-to mike the beſt of their Caſe, and their Delires wo 
befully underſtood.; And as for the Company of S:ationers, 
—— this late: A-CT {9 amply-pravided for, as that 
at the: of the þouſe of Commons chey had n0- 
thing more of Subſtancexo deſire, The Pyinters have alſo 


Pl. 


publiſhed a late Bok, wherein they dehire to be Incorpora- = 


ted and made a Company of themſelves,apart from the Com- 
pany of DStationers, -of which they now are z and thercin 
allo have ſtated the beſt of their Cate, Mr, £'Efrange bath 
alſo publiſhed a Book, wherein he Treateth of the whole 
.marrer in generall, and ſhews che ſeverall Abuſts | 

and Pzinters, bur hath nor applyed himſelf ro any parciculac 
Interc&: And therefore. I have taken the Boldneſs. to ſay 
ſomcwhar, though weakly, for the. KI N:G and his : 
ts —_ an ill Pen ſhall nor deſtroy a good Caule ; 
But that t Tatiledome and Loyalty of chis Parliament, 


which is Excmplary for both, will Supply all DefeRts, - and 


take the Will for the Deed ; The-rather, becauſe Extrcam 
Necefſuy enforceth me to ſay ſomewhat now before the 
ACT be paſt ; Which makes me rather adventure to be 
ridiculous, than wanting to my Duty, I ſhall add onely one 
word more, That in a Bulancſs of ſo great Jntricacy and 


Concernment as this of Painting , your Honours would . 


not without very great Confideration, make an A C T for 
Perpcruiry, In which all Jntercſts may be equally Confi- 
dered ; the rather, becauſe the late A'CT now in being, 
which was paſt in-haſt, is judg'd (even by Your Sclves) to 
have many Jmperfcctions'in ir, 

And if the Brewers,who at molt can bue ſteal away & Fleg- 
matick part of the King's Revenue, deſerve the ſerious Contt- 
deration of the Supreme Council of Exglaxd,how much more 
theſe, char do not onely bereaye the King of his Good-Name, 
bur of the very Hearts of His People;z between whom there 


is as muchoddes,as between a Pyrate that robs a Ship or two, 


and Alexander that robs the whole World, 
FINIS, .6 


